
Substantial Improper



Quiz 
Time!



Can a township accept 
donations from a company 
building a factory in the 
township to purchase 
equipment and train 
emergency responders for 
responding to 
emergencies? 



Sure!



Can a county auditor 
accept a ticket to a 
professional sporting 
event from a vendor 
assuming the contract 
has already been 
finalized?



Nope…



Are raffles prohibited 
at conferences for 
public employees? 



Maybe…





Public Contracts

ORC 2921.42(A)(1)



Secure Public Contract 
for:

- Self
- Family Member
- Business Associate



A public employee 
suggests using her 
family’s t-shirt 
business to outfit 
agency field staff.



A township trustee votes to renew a snowplow 
contract for a company her husband owns.



A school board member, 
who is also an architect, 
recommends to the 
district the firm he works 
for in his private life.



Secure Public Contract for:

- Self
- Family Member
- Business Associate



Quiz 
Time!



Can a city councilperson’s son pursue  
the renewal of a road construction 
contract with the city?



Sure!



Can a public fiscal officer serve on a selection committee 
that recommends a consulting firm at which he/she works 
part-time?



Nope…



Can an AOS 
employee’s spouse 
pursue a contract 
with his/her state 
agency?



Maybe…



Public Contracts
ORC 2921.42(A)(1)



Sales to Public 
Agencies

ORC 2921.42(A)(4)



Can’t sell goods/services
to our own public entity!





Revolving Door 
(Post-Employment)

ORC 102.03(A)





• One year?
• Representation
• Personal Participation?
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